October 25, 1999

Pollution

By JENNIFER PARK

“1 don’t consider myself an environmen-
talist. I'm not a member of the Sierra Glub
or Greenpeace,” says Rick MacKay, a part-
ner and designer of air-pollution control
systems at Caldwell-MacKay Co. Inc.

Environmentalist or not, MacKay knows
he and partner Dan Caldwell are making a
difference in people’s lives and the envi-
ronment. MacKay’s ethic was shaped by
something he once heard in a speech.

“] went to an environmental seminar
once and the speaker said, ‘Raise a child
correctly. Plant a hardwood tree. And leave
the world a better place.” I've done all that,
and if that makes me an environmentalist,
then I guess [ am.”

In the early 1980s — during a time of
high inflation and low employment -
Caldwell and MacKay left sccure jobs to
start their own company.

“Rick and I were both involved with the
same company doing similar work, and we
decided to go out on our own,” Caldwell
says . “We didn't have sense enough not to
start a business during a recession.”

Grabbing that first job

Their start-up continues to have two
aspects. They act as a manufacturers’ rep-
resentative for other pollution control
companies, supplying hardware that
includes fans, duct work, pumps and col-
lectors. On the other side, MacKay designs
and constructs packed towers and fume
scrubbers that arc used to control air pollu-
tion.

Caldwell says the company'’s first design-
and-construction job was for Kellogg/Brown
& Root, an engincering and construction
firm that builds pulp-and-paper mills. They
submitted an unsolicited bid on a new paper
mill in New Augusta, Miss., that needed a
scrubber for the bleach plant.

“The lady that called from Brown &
Root said ours was the only proposal that
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Partners Rick McKay (left) and Dan Caldwell (right) don’ t consider themselves

environmentalists, but the air pollutions control systems designed by their compa-
ny Caldwell-McKay have been protecting the environment for almost 20 years.

cleared the first hurdle.

“We knew we had to get that first job
somehow, and that after we did we'd have
the track record needed to get additional
jobs,” Caldwell says. “We knew our repu-

had enough depth to it,” Caldwell says.
“She asked if we could start Thanksgiving
Day. We said, ‘Sure, and we’ll bring the
turkey.’”

Caldwell and MacKay knew they had
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are cleaning up

‘We didn’t have sense
enough nof fo
start a business

during a recession.’

~ Dan Caldwell
Co-owner, Caldwell-MacKay Co.

tation would be good cnough.”

Revenue in those early years was on the
lean side, Caldwell says. The company
made “$500,000 or so” in the first few
years. But with changing attitudes about
the need to control pollution and ensure the
health of industrial workers. the compa-
ny's annual revenue is now “over $5 mil-
tion.”

Earning a reputation

The public’s awareness of the need for
air pollution control is a rccent develop-
ment, MacKay says.

“Today, people are more educated and
they demand to know what they breathe.
That's part of the right-to-know policy that
is posted in these plants and that most peo-
ple working in them read,” he says.

“Owners and managers pay much more
attention now to the air that they and their
employces breathe.”

Responsible construction and operation
of such industrial sites as pulp-and-paper
mills has helped Caldwell-MacKay suc-
ceed.

“It dida't take an MIT graduate to sce
the equipment companics werc using was
lousy,” MacKny says. “No one was trying
to find out why the existing systems
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